THE  WHIGS'  SERVANT               85

although Marlborough had begged him not to do
so because they were needed at Toulon. Eugene
went to Toulon in a completely defeatist mood,
and perhaps unavoidable delay enabled the
French to bring up reinforcements in good time.
After a month the attempt was abandoned. Yet
the French voluntarily sank their Toulon fleet
and Villars was obliged to retreat across the Rhine
partly in consequence of the attempt on Toulon,
There is thus good reason to suppose that if the
Toulon siege had been persevered with by the
Austrians it would have had the vast strategical
consequence that Marlborough had foreseen. As
it was, even the weakening of the French forces in
Flanders, which duly took place as Marlborough
had foretold, did not afford him the expected
chance of invading France from the north-east.
He won Dutch permission for an offensive march,
but an aged Dutch cavalry general in charge of
the advanced guard, to whom he had given late
but written instructions on how to catch the
French, lost his way, and afterwards the French
withdrew behind the guns of Lille. Marlborough
returned to England after this fruitless campaign
in a thoroughly bad temper, which was aggra-
vated by political difficulties at home, and the
Tory Opposition proceeded to attack the manage-
ment of the war.

Marlborough's presence was badly needed in
England, as differences had arisen between his
two partners in the ruling Triumvirate, Godol-
phin and Harley. It had been with some reluct-
ance that Marlborough had given his support
before the campaign began to the movement to